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DECEMBER 1955 


; A Baptist World Journal? 

ap- 

eral | In Section II of the BWA Constitution the “na- 
re. | ture and functions” of our fellowship organization 
stor | are outlined. Paragraph (7) defines one of these 
‘We | functions in the following words: 


120} “Gather news by means of correspondents in the 
lus: | various Baptist groups, and disseminate it by use 

of bulletins, Baptist and other papers, and radio; 
cote and when feasible, by a Baptist world publica- 
ital tion.” 

Dp. } Two years ago the little bulletin called THE 
Baptist WorLD was started. In 1956 this publi- 
cation will appear with eight pages instead of 
four. That will be another step in the develop- 
ment toward an international Baptist journal. 
Further steps are being planned and it is possible 
that toward the end of 1956 the first issue of a 
periodical more worthy of the name “The Baptist 
World” will emerge. 

Whether this further step will prove “feasible” 
or not depends to some extent upon those who are 
reading this article. It is evident that such a 
publication cannot be financed through free dis- 
tribution. Hence the necessity for once again 
calling your attention to the need for subscribers. 
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on the back of this issue to order 
Volume Ill 

eight pages of Baptist world news every 

month (except August and September) 






BWA President Featured by Time Magazine 
the | Dr. Theodore F. Adams is the subject of Time’s 
} 


4Ist religious cover story, scheduled for the De- 
cember 5 issue of the American newsmagazine 
with overseas editions. The story deals with Dr. 
Adams’ career and his rise to leadership of the 
gs. | Worldwide Baptist movement, and details the 
growth and influence of Baptist bodies in the U.S. 
In documenting the Baptist story, Time called 
on 17 of its U.S. newsbureaus and correspondents, 
and the foreign bureaus of Bonn, Tokyo, Paris, 
London, Moscow, and Jerusalem. Dr. Adams is 
the fifth Baptist and the 41st religious personality 
ot all denominations to appear on Time’s cover 
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since the newsmagazine was first published in 
1923. In the first issue of Time dated March 3, 
1923, a news item announced the death of Dr. 
R. S. MacArthur, pastor of the Calvary Baptist 
Church, New York City, for 41 years and presi- 
dent of the Baptist World Alliance. 

Time reports that the Baptists are the major 
Protestant denomination in the U.S., and the fast- 
est growing religious body. 


BWA Treasurer Named Missions Secretary 


Dr. Edward B. Willingham, Western treasurer 
of the Alliance for the past two years, and pastor 
of the National Memorial Baptist Church, Wash- 
ington, D. C., has accepted the appointment as 
first general secretary of the American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society in New York City, begin- 
ning January 15. The American Baptist Foreign 
Mission Society and the Woman’s American Bap- 
tist Foreign Mission Society have been integrated 
since last May. 

Dr. Willingham will continue to serve the Al- 
liance as treasurer until the Executive Commit- 
tee meets May 23. 


Women’s Department Reports Progress 


Mrs. George R. Martin, chairman of the BWA 
Women’s Department, told the Administrative 
Committee in session at the Washington headquar- 
ters November 23 that Baptist women are plan- 
ning continental gatherings for 1956. Austral- 
ian, European, African, and Asian groups will 
meet. She reported also that the women’s bulle- 
tin is now a printed newsletter published each 
quarter. 


A special day of prayer to be known as “The 
Baptist Women’s Day of Prayer” is set for the 
first Friday in each December. December 2, 1955, 
will be observed by Baptist women around the 
world. 


In the women’s meetings during the recent 
BWA congress. representatives of many national 
Baptist bodies expressed the wish to organize. 
Women from the larger bodies of Baptists replied, 
“We had our problems in the beginning. Just be 
patient, and you will be given your chance.” 

Secretary of the BWA Women’s Department is 
Miss Lois Chapple, 4, Southampton Row, London, 
W.C, 1. 








Africa 


The statistical report of the first ten years of 
missions in Vanga, submitted by Missionaries 
Chester and Margaret Jump, American Baptists, 
reveals miraculous growth. In 1945 the number of 
villages occupied was 275; by 1955 it was 425. 
In 1945 Vanga had 6,917 church members but 
ten years later the number was 27,000. During 
1954 there were 322 baptisms but in 1955 there 
were 3,161! 

The enrolment of boys in school, above the first 
grade, jumped from 1,482 in 1945 to 6,630 in 1955. 
In 1945 there were 299 girls in school above the 
first grade, and a decade later there were 540. The 
number of graduates from training schools among 
pastors in 1945 was 13; in 1955 30; among teach- 
ers in 1945 three; in 1955 16. The three courses 
which did not exist in 1945 now have the follow- 
ing enrolments: Home Making course, 94; 
Teacher Training course, 112; and Commercial 
course, 62. 


Congo 


Nigeria 

Samuel Aikore Lawoyin, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of Ibadan, Nigeria, West Africa, 
is the president of the Nigerian Baptist Conven- 
tion, succeeding Dr. J. T. Ayorinde, BWA vice- 
president. The Rev. Mr. Lawoyin is a graduate 
of the Baptist College and Seminary, Ogbomo- 
sho, of Virginia Union University of Richmond 
(Va., U.S.A.), and of Oberlin (Ohio) College 
where he won his master of arts degree. Originally 
a teacher, he was ordained upon his return to West 
Africa from America by the First Baptist Church 
of Abeokuta, which he served until his recent 
transfer to the largest native city on the continent 
of Africa. Mr. Lawoyin is the eighteenth presi- 
dent of the Nigerian Baptist body. 


Asta 
Continental Baptist Fellowship 


During the meetings of Baptists by continents 
held in London in connection with the Baptist 
World Congress last July, the Asian conference 
agreed to organize an “Asian Baptist Fellowship.” 
A committee of seven members was appointed to 
take charge of this. The chairman is the Rev. 
Sadamoto Kawano, president of Seinan Gakuin, 
Fukuoka City, Japan, and the secretary is the 
Rev. C. D. E. Premawardhana, Baptist Church, 
Nugegoda, Ceylon. 


Burma 

Zokhua in the Chin Hills was host to the second 
general convention of the Zomi Baptist Convention 
this year, and in spite of the difficulties of travel 
in that part of Burma, 2,323 Chin Baptists at- 
tended. 





According to Burman custom, the hosts had to 
provide everything for the visiting delegates, jp. 
cluding food for the duration of the convention, 
Preparations began weeks in advance. A bad 
year for rice had reduced the crop so severely 
that a Zokhua Christian layman had to go down 
to the plains to buy a supply, and when he arrived 
he found he was having to bid for it againg 
others who were also in serious need of food. He 
finally obtained 540 baskets (30-40 pounds each) 
of rice. Then he faced the problem of shipping 
it to Zokhua. Christian coolies, each Carrying 4 
basket the three-day journey, accomplished the 
task. 

Meat was a different problem. The Christian 
constituency of Zokhua region was canvassed, and 
a total of 52 pigs, 10 mithun (a buffalo-type ani. 
mal), four cows and one water buffalo were do. 
nated. Vegetables, salt, and curry seasoning 
rounded out the meals for the visitors. 

A temporary shelter with a grass roof was put 
up for the auditorium. Board planks placed on 
the ground near the front were the reserved sec. 
tion for the various choirs who participated. The 
other visitors sat on grass strewn on the dirt floor. 
To enable the entire congregation to hear the 
speakers, a public-address system was set up with 
a battery-powered unit transported by pony from 
Haka one day’s journey (19 miles) away, and a 
generator for recharging the battery by cart 
pushed by four men, the same distance. 

One unique feature of this convention was that 
women participated for the first time. On the 
opening night, the women’s group had charge. 
Their program was climaxed by a speech given by 
one of the early converts in the Haka area. She 
had taught herself to read the Bible when she 
was over fifty years old, with the use of glasses 
given by the American Baptist missionaries. She 
is the mother of the chief magistrate in Haka, also 
a strong Christian. She urged equal rights and 
privileges for all, regardless of sex or social posi: 
tion, and particularly stressed the need to abolish 
the practice of paying a price for brides! 

This convention, only two years old, was sched- 
uled to hold triennial meetings rather than annual 
meetings because of practical problems of travel 
and of entertainment for such a crowd, but the 
delegates enjoyed the 1954 convention so much, 
they voted to meet in 1955. It is now a part ol 
the larger body, the Burma Baptist Convention. 

This report is condensed from September Mis- 
sions Magazine of the American Baptist Conven- 
tion. 


Japan 

A new group of Baptists has been formed in 
Japan. Representatives of ten churches related 
to the work of the American Baptist Foreign Mis 
sion Society met on the campus of Kanto Gakuin 
University, Yokohama, and organized the Japan 
Baptist Association. These ten churches are 
affiliated with the Shinsei Kai (“New Life So 
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ciety”), an organization formed at the end of 
World War II by Baptist churches sponsored by 
the American Baptist Convention. Some of the 
churches of Shinsei Kai are also affiliated with 
Kyodan (the Church of Christ in Japan), but none 
of these ten belong to Kyodan, either because 
of withdrawal since the war or because of having 
heen organized since the war. 

Three major buildings on the island of Kyushu 
were recently dedicated by Japanese Baptists re- 
lated to the Southern (U.S.A.) Baptist Conven- 
tion. The main building of the Japan Baptist 
Theological Seminary, on a beautiful site among 
irrigation lakes and fields near Fukuoka City, 
was dedicated October 11. A $100,000 three- 
sory structure, the administration building houses 
ofices, classrooms, library, and a chapel. A dormi- 
tory on one side and a retreat cottage on the 
other were dedicated earlier. 

At Kokura, two high school buildings for Sei- 
nan Jo Gakuin (girls’ school) were dedicated the 
next day, and the administration building was 
named for long-time President Matsuta Hara, now 
retired. A gymnasium for the school’s 1,700 stu- 
dents was also dedicated during the ceremonies. 

In midsummer Japan Baptists dedicated the first 
hospital Southern Baptists have established in 
that country. With a completely modern wing 
attached to a four-story modern home on a hillside 
overlooking Kyoto, the hospital is now in full 
operation with four American doctors (two men, 
two women), several American nurses, and Japa- 
nese doctors and nurses. 


Australasia 

New Zealand 

The Auckland Baptist Tabernacle was 100 years 
old this year. The centennial celebrations took 
place in September, and the September issue of 
the New Zealand Baptist carried a historical ac- 
count of the church by W. A. Kendon. It is 
most famous because of its connection with the 
name of Spurgeon. Charles Haddon Spurgeon of 
England was only twenty-one when the Auckland 
Baptist fellowship began, but his son Thomas 
became the pastor of the Auckland group in 1881, 
when they were worshipping in a chapel in 
Wellesley Street. This chapel was soon overflow- 
ing at every service and a larger hall was obtained 
for Sunday evening services. A new church soon 
became a necessity. Property at the corner of 
Queen Street and Karangahape Road was pur- 
chased at a time when nobody anticipated what 
a busy intersection it would become. “Pastor 
Tom”, as young Spurgeon was called, went to 
Australia and to England to appeal for funds to 
help build the church, and when the new taber- 
nacle was officially inaugurated May 12, 1885, 
it was opened free of debt. By 1889 ill health 
forced Mr. Spurgeon to retire but his eight years’ 
ministry made the Auckland Baptist Tabernacle 
4 spiritual lighthouse for New Zealand. 


Europe 


Norway 


A mission-station “on keel” is described in the 
October issue of Crusader, the American Baptist 
newsmagazine, published in Philadelphia. Two 
American Baptist conventions contributed to the 
purchase of a 39-foot fishing boat in 1951, and 
after being converted to missionary purposes, it 
was named the F. L. Rymker, for a seaman who 
became the first Baptist preacher in Norway, in 
1857. 

The boat is manned by a young skipper and an 
evangelist. Equipped with radio, telephone, and 
a loudspeaker system, the vessel is not only a 
chapel and an outdoor pulpit, but sometimes an 
ambulance, taking some patient to a doctor or to 
a hospital. Its primary mission, in this lonely 
district north of the Arctic Circle, is to visit the 
small islands and inlets where the fishing people 
live, too far away to attend a church and too few 
in number to form a church of their own. 


North America 


Dr. T. B. McDormand has been elected general 
secretary of the Baptist Federation of Canada, 
effective January 1. His successor as general 
secretary of the Ontario and Quebec Convention 
is Dr. P. P. W. Ziemann, Convention evangelist. 


Canada 





Eastern Hemisphere Treasurer 


Sir Donald Finnemore is 
Judge of High Court 
(King’s Bench Division), 
and a resident of 2, 
Charles Road, Hands- 
worth, Birmingham 20, 
England. He was born in 
June, 1889, and was edu- 
cated in King Edward’s 
School and Pembroke Col- 
lege, Oxford. He served 
in France as B.R.C.S. Offi- 
cer, 1916-19. He has been 
connected for many years 
with the Boys’ Brigade, and is a Brigade Vice- 
President. Sir Donald is unmarried. 








Southern Baptist Convention, U.S.A. 


The Radio and Television Commission, whose 
headquarters has been Atlanta, Georgia, since it 
was created, moved June 1 to Fort Worth, Texas, 
to a building erected for the purpose at 6248 
Camp Bowie Boulevard. “The Baptist Hour,” 
a 14-year-old half-hour religious program, its pri- 
mary responsibility, has a potential listening aud- 
ience of 20,000,000 persons a week. Television 
will start in January, with the cooperation of the 
Sunday School and Foreign Mission Boards. 





The new pastor of the historic First Baptist 
Church of Toronto, Canada, is the Rev. George 
R. Williams, graduate of Fisk University and 
American Baptist Theological Seminary. He is 
Negro American and has served as pastor of 
churches in Nashville, Tennessee, and Columbus, 


Ohio. 


Dining Hall for the American Baptist Assem- 
bly at Green Lake, Wisconsin, large enough to 
permit summer conferences of 2,000 delegates, is 
now under construction. 


Kenya or Tanganyika, or both, will be the 
new African mission fields of the Southern 
(U.S.A.) Baptists in 1956 and East Pakistan will 
be entered as soon as possible, according to action 
of the 110-year-old Foreign Mission Board at its 
October meeting. A budget of $7,501,081 was 
adopted for the year. 


Western Canadian Baptists are receiving help 
from the Southern (U.S.A.) Baptists. A_ pilot 
project in fund-raising was conducted by Dr. 
Robert J. Hastings of Nashville, Tennessee, for 
the First Baptist Church, Regina, Saskatchewan, 
Canada. 


Ancona (Italy) Baptists were refused permis- 
sion to meet in the Protestant section of the town’s 
cemetery recently. Dr. Manfredi Ronchi, secre- 
tary-general of the Baptist Union of Italy, regis- 
tered a protest with the director of cults in the 
Interior Ministry, and with the Ancona Police 
Commission. 


Fuad Jarjoura, an Arab from Israel, educated 
in the Baptist mission school at Nazareth, was 
baptized recently in Central Baptist Church, 
Quincy, Illinois, by the pastor, former chaplain of 
the U.S. Navy, Dr. Robert W. Pratt, who visited 
Nazareth in 1945. Fuad is a student at Hannibal- 


LaGrange College, the Baptist school at Hannibal 
Missouri. 


New South Wales (Australia) is hearing “Thy 
Voice of the Baptists” as a result of the work of 
a special Committee of the Federal Board of 
Evangelism. A well-equipped studio is provided 
by the Baptists in Sydney. 


World Sunday School Convention is sched. 
uled for Japan in 1958, with the theme “Christ 
the Way, the Truth, and the Life.” Japanese Bap. 
tists will be celebrating the one hundredth angi. 
versary of the introduction of Christianity jnty 
their country. 


The final issue of BVA Youth News published 
in Stockholm will appear this month. All syb. 
scribers will receive THE BAPTIST WORLD until 
their subscriptions to the News expire. 


Devaluation of the rupee by the Pakistani 
Government provides considerable relief to the 
Australian Baptist Mission in that country. See. 
retary F. A. Marsh announced the Mission will be 
benefited to the extent of £ 14,000. 


Spurgeon’s College, London, has a new prin. 
cipal. Dr. Erik H. Worstead succeeds Dr, F, 


Cawley. 


Dutch New Guinea’s unknown wilds are being 
penetrated by five missionaries under the leader. 
ship of the Rev. Victor J. White of Parramuta, 6 
year-old Baptist minister. Mr. White spent five 
months this year making a survey of the country 
with a view to expanding the Australian missions 
there. 


The Voice of Tangier in Morocco will camy 
“The Baptist Hour” for thirteen weeks, by ar 
rangement with the Southern Baptist Radio and 
Television Commission, Fort Worth, Texas. 
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